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Rep. Oberstar (D-MN) Out, Rep. Mica (R-FL) Expected to be New House Transportation and Infrastructure Chair
Republicans gained control of the House of Representatives for the next Congress after gaining at least 60 seats in the midterm election.  Democrats will remain in charge of the Senate, but will have their numbers reduced from 59 to 53 members. 
House Democrats not only lost control of the chamber, they also experienced the defeat of Rep. James Oberstar (D-MN) and chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. Oberstar was one of 14 House Democratic members of the T&I Committee to lose re-election Tuesday. Rep. John Mica (R-FL) and ranking minority member of the House T&I Committee, is expected to assume the chairmanship when the new Congress convenes in early January. 

"On Tuesday, the American people spoke clearly at the polls. Jobs and the economy continue to be their top concerns. The next Congress must focus on improving employment opportunities and sound fiscal policy," Mica said in a statement issued Wednesday. "If selected by my peers to chair the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee in the next Congress, my primary focus will be improving employment and expanding economic opportunities, doing more with less, cutting red tape and removing impediments to creating jobs, speeding up the process by which infrastructure projects are approved, and freeing up any infrastructure funding that's been sitting idle."

Mica said his top legislative priorities will be passing a long-term federal surface transportation reauthorization, a long-overdue Federal Aviation Administration reauthorization, a new water resources measure, and a long-term Coast Guard reauthorization.

"I will also focus on major initiatives to find ways within the committee's jurisdiction to save taxpayer dollars," he said. "That includes better management and utilization of federal assets, including real property, and more-efficient, cost-effective passenger rail transportation, including a better-directed high-speed-rail program."

Mica also noted his bill will contain policy provisions intended to speed up the process for getting new infrastructure projects under way and finished, which he said will save money.

"I can tell you that whatever we do will take into consideration the strong message that was sent to Washington on spending and utilization of taxpayer money," Mica said Wednesday in a telephone interview with CQ Today. "Tax increases are off the table, that's sort of a given." Instead, he said he will look to leverage what's in the Highway Trust Fund through public/private partnerships.

Administration plans to develop high-speed passenger rail networks also might suffer. Though generally a supporter of fast trains, Mica has criticized the administration's awards of $8 billion in high-speed-rail grants made possible by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, saying that the winning projects lacked enough private support to make them viable.

No leadership change is expected on the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee where Barbara Boxer (D-CA), will retain the chairmanship of this panel and therefore be the Senate lead on writing the highway portion of a long-term surface transportation reauthorization measure. Republican James Inhofe of Oklahoma is expected to maintain his role as the committee's ranking minority member. 
Congress will reconvene in mid-November for a lame duck session that will include addressing the unfinished fiscal year 2011 appropriations bills, tax cuts and other business. In addition, Congress will need to pass legislation to extend SAFETEA-LU’s temporary extension, which expires December 31. Work will also include organizational matters such as selecting new leaders and committee chairs and setting rules and procedures. 

County Government Works Campaign! What Can County Engineers Do!
An Initiative to Raise Awareness and Understanding of Counties By NACo President Glen Whitley

America’s counties face a problem?  We know that America’s counties provide outstanding programs and services, but unfortunately, many Americans do not know about the responsibilities counties have or the programs and services they provide.

To address this problem, NACo has launched an initiative to make the American public more knowledgeable and positive about the contributions of county government.  County officials, both elected and appointed, must tell the story about the effectiveness of county government and how County Government Works every day.
Please visit this link to learn more about the campaign and what you can do, as a County Engineer, to educate the public on how County Government Works!

http://www.naco.org/programs/countiesdo/Pages/CountyGovernmentWorksCampaign.aspx

Deficit Commission Includes Gas Tax Hike in Draft Proposal, U.S. Senators Also Call for Gas Tax Hike
(AASHTO News)
The co-chairs of President Barack Obama's National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform released a draft plan Nov. 10 to reduce the national deficit and balance the federal budget. The draft plan included a recommendation to increase the national gasoline fuel tax by 15 cents starting in 2013. Former Sen. Alan Simpson and former President Clinton Chief of Staff Erskine Bowles suggest that the gas tax increase should be "dedicated to fully fund the transportation trust funds and therefore eliminating the need for further general fund bailouts." 
According to the Simpson-Bowles proposal, the gas tax increase should be "dedicated to fully fund the transportation trust funds and therefore eliminating the need for further general fund bailouts."

The bipartisan debt commission was created by President Obama in February with the charge to identify policy improvements that will improve the nation's fiscal situation. The commission is scheduled to release a report in December that is expected to include recommendations on balancing the budget by 2015.

Last week, U.S. Sens. Tom Carper (D-Delaware) and John Voinovich (R-Ohio) went on record in support of a 25 cents-per-gallon increase in the federal tax on gasoline and diesel fuel. In a Nov. 5 letter to President Barack Obama's National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform, the senators suggested increasing the gas tax by one cent per month for 25 months, which would raise an estimated $270 billion over five years. The senators suggest dedicating 10 cents of the increase in gasoline tax to debt reduction ($83 billion over five years) with the rest being directed to support a new surface transportation authorization bill. 

The letter states, "This proposal will fix the transportation program's major fiscal challenges. It will remove the approaching need for further General Fund transfers to the Highway Trust Fund, will provide additional deficit reduction, will supply essential investment for transportation infrastructure and will create more than 750,000 jobs."

The Simpson-Bowles draft proposal makes five basic recommendations for reducing the federal deficit: 

· Institute spending caps and make $200 million in spending cuts by 2015 

· Pass tax reform 

· Cut health care costs 

· Achieve savings from farm subsidies, military and civil service retirement 

· Shore up Social Security for next 75 years

The plan also claims to achieve nearly $4 trillion in deficit reduction through 2020 and to reduce the federal deficit to 2.2% of GDP by 2015, exceeding President Obama's goal of primary balance (about 3% of GDP).
Every Day Counts Summits to Speed Project Delivery Continue
(AASHTO News)
A series of "innovation summits" sponsored by the Federal Highways Administration and the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials continued this week with a stop in Denver, Colorado. Six state departments of transportation were represented at the meeting - Colorado, Utah, South Dakota, Kansas, Wyoming and Montana. 
So far, summits have been held in Virginia, Minnesota, California, Illinois, New Mexico and Colorado. Four more summits are scheduled for Washington State, New Jersey, Massachusetts, and Georgia. 

The summits are part of FHWA's "Every Day Counts" initiative to expedite project delivery. The Every Day Counts initiative was unveiled by Federal Highway Administrator Victor Mendez at this year's AASHTO Spring Meeting in Natchez, Mississippi. Its goal is to shorten the time it takes to deliver major highway and bridge projects, and to speed the deployment of new technologies. 
AASHTO Executive Director John Horsley, who attended this week's meeting, said the meetings were going very well. 

"The benefits of this initiative to the states are substantial - more value for the dollar by starting to build projects soon and completing projects faster," said Horsley. "Through Every Day Counts, the door has been opened to allow states to play a role they are suited for - showing what they can do as innovation leaders." 

During the summits, invited guest attend break-out sessions and discuss the Every Day Counts initiatives in great detail. To learn more, contact a local FHWA Division Office. 

In September, FHWA unveiled a new Every Day Counts web site (www.fhwa.dot.gov/everydaycounts) that includes a toolkit to aid highway agencies and contractors in shortening project delivery times. The materials available cover these subject areas: 

· Planning and environmental linkages 

· Legal sufficiency enhancements 

· Expanded use of programmatic agreements 

· Use of in-lieu fee and mitigation banking 

· Clarification of the scope of preliminary design 

· Flexibilities in right of way 

· Flexibilities in utility relocation 

· Enhanced technical assistance on stalled environmental impact statements

Sign Retroreflectivity – How Do I Choose & What does it cost? Michigan LTAP Tells All
The first wave of new federal sign retroreflectivity standards will take effect on January 22, 2012. These standards have the potential to create a large impact on road-owning agencies. Some major concerns we have heard from agencies in Michigan include, “Which method is ‘best’ for my agency,”  “How do I choose a method?” and “How much is this going to cost?”

The Center for Technology & Training at the Michigan Tech Transportation Institute has developed web-based tools to help agencies in Michigan answer these questions using a simple economic analysis. Agencies outside of Michigan will also benefit from the use of these tools, however we ask that each state’s LTAP center provide any technical assistance in applying or implementing the results for agencies within their state.  The two tools are:  The Sign Retro Management Selection Tool and the Sign Inventory Cost Estimator Tool provide an easy way to answer all of these questions and more. Used together, the tools will help you evaluate multiple combinations of assessment or management methods, and then develop a strategy that best meets the needs of your agency. The tools will help you determine the direction you should go and they will provide you an estimate for how much it will cost to get there.  To get access to the tools, click the link below:   http://ctt.mtu.edu/ToolRegistration.html 

Another project that the Center for Technology & Training has been working on is a web-based informational presentation designed to help local agencies begin the discussion of sign retroreflectivity with decision-makers. The narrated presentation, which is titled, “The New National Standard for Maintaining Minimum Sign Retroreflectivity,” is intended for use in council/commission meetings, public information sessions, and other public meetings. It explains the science of retroreflectivity, the new federal requirements and the MUTCD methods. Again, we created the presentation for use in Michigan, but other local agencies are welcome to use it on an unsupported basis. A link will be sent out as soon as it is complete. Stay tuned.

Sign retro informational video - Available now from Michigan Tech Transportation Institute Center for Technology and Training. 
The Center for Technology & Training at the Michigan Tech Transportation Institute has developed a web-based informational presentation designed to help local agencies begin the discussion of sign retroreflectivity with decision-makers. The narrated presentation, which is titled, “The New National Standard for Maintaining Minimum Sign Retroreflectivity,” is intended for use in council/commission meetings, public information sessions, and other public meetings. It explains the science of retroreflectivity, the new federal requirements and the MUTCD methods. 

We originally created the presentation for use in Michigan, but realized with a few minor adjustments we could make it applicable to all agencies across the country. Click on the link below to go to the CTT website, where you can either stream or download the appropriate version.  http://ctt.mtu.edu/SignRetroPresentations.html

Listen to NACE Past President Chris Bauserman Discuss Critical Issues in the New Authorization of the Surface Transportation Program! Visit Our Local Roads Matter website!
Chris E. Bauserman, NACE Past President & County Engineer, Delaware County OH discusses the important issues associated with the next transportation authorization in this important PODCAST.  To view his presentation visit the NACE Local Roads Matter Campaign site http://countyengineers...org/LRM/index.html (click on Social Media Center). 
ARTBA’s Safety Team to offer free OSHA 10-hour courses

For more information visit http://www.ltap.org/downloads/OSHAtraining.pdf
CONEXPO-CON/AGG 2011 Registration Open

The advanced registration deadline for CONEXPO-CON/AGG 2011 is quickly approaching.  Registering before February 21, 2011 saves you 40% on your registration fee.   Register today!  
We are proud to support this important event by being an Official Supporting Organization.  CONEXPO-CON/AGG is the source for what’s new in construction in 2011.  This is an important event for you, our members, and we don’t want you to miss it.  The show will take place March 22-26, 2011 in Las Vegas, Nevada and features: 
Thousands of top construction equipment manufacturers and service providers showcasing:

· New Products and Technologies 

· Technical Experts

· Environmentally-Friendly Solutions 

A comprehensive Education Program with new focuses on:

· Certification Programs 

· Site Development Topics 

· Asset & Equipment Management Topics 

· Sustainability Topics 

· Workforce Development Topics 

Co-locations with IFPE 2011 and ICON Expo 2011, to create your complete resource for the construction industry:
· IFPE 2011 is the leading international exposition and technical conference dedicated to the integration of fluid power with other technologies for power transmission and motion control applications.

· ICON Expo 2011 is designed to serve the needs and interests of all producers, suppliers, designers, architects, specifiers and others involved in the concrete products industry.

For more information, visit www.conexpoconagg.com and sign up today!
Performance of Recycled Asphalt Pavement in Gravel Roads

The Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute at North Dakota State University, Fargo, has released a report that explores the use recycled asphalt pavement as a means of dust suppression on gravel roads while considering road serviceability. [More]
Wishing Everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. Please Drive Safely!
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