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PRESIDENT'S REPORT Susan G. Miller, P.E., County Engineer, Freeborn County, MN

If ever there was a time in our generation
of road managers to be excited, it is now.  Eco-
nomic stimulus is the buzz word of the 110th

Congress and roads and bridges are front and
center.  While the primary goal is job creation,
the primary benefactor will be our infrastruc-
ture.  Not since the WPA days has there been
so much enthusiasm for safe roads and bridges
and other fundamental infrastructure elements
serving the public need.  Two challenges
emerge for the county road manager….to what
extent will the local system benefit; and will
there be a sustainable transportation funding
policy that keeps people working, promotes
our homegrown ingenuity and renews
America’s foundation for a strong economy.

I recently had the honor of attending the
County Engineers Association of California’s
winter conference where economic stimulus
was the hot topic.  San Diego in December for
this Minnesotan was a hot topic too.  My
husband, Joe, and I experienced a 75 degree

temperature change which was great going,
but much tougher coming home to the frozen
tundra.  The amazing weather paled in com-
parison to the warm hospitality we were
shown.  Joe had a great time trying to con-

vince the PAC 10 that the BIG 10 is the supe-
rior conference, that is until one CEAC Presi-
dent-Elect confronted him on the Rose Bowl
historical tally over the last decade.  I enjoyed
the tradition of the California conference and
was thrilled to be a part of a new tradition as
CEAC elected its first female officer.  Con-
gratulations to Julie Bueren of Contra Costa
County.  Outgoing President and NACE State
Director, George Johnson, was a wonderful
host and incoming President, Peter Rei, is one
of the most well spoken representatives who
will dance his way through this challenging
leadership role.  Our many thanks to all the
Californians who hosted the NACE delega-
tion.

As the weeks unfold and the dollars fall
where they may, my only New Year’s resolu-
tion I haven’t broken yet is to continue pro-
moting the work you all do every day, come
rain or shine, flood or blizzard, rescissions or
stimulus.

CEAC meeting: Tony Giancola, NACE Executive Direc-
tor, Patrick DeChallis, Deputy PW Director LA County
and CEAC incoming President-elect, Sue Miller, NACE
President, Peter Rei, PW Director Tuloumne County
and Incoming President CEAC, George Johnson, PW
Director Riverside County and President CEAC.

DALE WEGNER, ELECTED NEW NACE
WESTERN REGION VICE PRESIDENT

Congratulations to Dale Wegner, County En-
gineer, Coconino County, Arizona who was
recently elected by the Western Region State
Directors to complete the term of the former
Western Region Vice President, Phil Demery,
who is now NACE Secretary-Treasurer.  Dale
is a former NACE State Director representing
Arizona and a Past President of the Arizona
Association of County Engineers.

SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE ADDRESSES
TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE STIMULUS

Transportation: For full bill provisions visit: http://appropriations.senate.gov/News/
2009_01_27_Senate_Appropriations_Committee_Approves_American_Recovery_and_Reinvestment_Plan.pdf?CFID=2966501&CFTOKEN=22260198

• Highways: $27 billion is included for highway investments. The vast majority of this
funding will be distributed as grants using a formula set in current highway authorization law.
The funding can be used on activities eligible under Federal-aid Highway Program’s Surface
Transportation Program. Eligible activities could also include rail and port infrastructure activi-
ties at the discretion of the states. The grants will be provided in two parts:

FREE ONE-DAY SAFETY WORKSHOP WILL BE HELD AT NACE 2009:
DEVELOPING COUNTY SOLUTIONS TO IMPROVE RURAL ROAD SAFETY

This free one-day peer to peer workshop will be held on Thursday April 23, 2009 from 9:30 am
to 5:00 pm at the Hotel Pere Marquette, Peoria IL.  Co-sponsored by the National Association
of Counties, FHWA and NACE its goal is to present best practices in safety programs currently
being accomplished nationwide at the county level and teaming county elected and profes-
sional officials who want to improve their safety programs.  Registration is free but limited. To
register for this workshop contact James Davenport, National Association of Counties at
jdavenpo@naco.org or Tony Giancola, NACE Executive Director at agiancol@naco.org.

Early Bird Discount extended for NACE 2009 conference:
New Deadline: February 13th (from January 30th)

For more info see: www.countyengineers.org

See "Senate Stimulus" on page 2.
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VMT DECLINE NOT MAJOR FACTOR
IN HIGHWAY TRUST FUND REVENUE

DROP, ARTBA CONTENDS
The Highway Trust Fund’s Highway Account
collected $3 billion less in revenue in Fiscal
Year 2008 than the prior fiscal year mostly be-
cause of a huge drop in retail sales of new
heavy trucks and an accounting change deal-
ing with sales of kerosene, according to analy-
sis by the American Road & Transportation
Builders Association (ARTBA) released Dec.
19. A memo to congressional staff and the
media pointed out that a drop in vehicle miles
traveled is not the prime reason for sinking
Highway Trust Fund revenues, as the U.S.
Department of Transportation has recently
contended. William Buechner, ARTBA’s vice
president of economics and research, wrote
in the memo that the U.S. DOT “seriously dis-
torts the facts” when it argues that the gas tax
is no longer a sustainable method for funding
transportation projects. “Revenues from the
federal excise tax on gasoline in FY 2008 were,
in fact, almost unchanged from FY 2007,”
Buechner wrote. “While revenues did slip dur-
ing the second half of the fiscal year with the
decline in VMT, the federal gasoline tax actu-
ally generated $20.98 billion for the Highway
Account in FY 2008, down only $70 million or
0.3 percent from $21.05 billion in FY 2007. This
accounted for just 2 percent of the $3 billion
decline in HA revenues.” The ARTBA memo
points out that total revenue from federal ex-
cise taxes on motor fuel were actually $185
million higher in FY 2008 than in FY 2007 be-
cause diesel-fuel-tax collections rose $256 mil-
lion, offsetting the slight decline in gas-tax
revenues. “The real reason for the $3 billion
decline is that revenues from taxes on heavy
trucks, mainly the 12 percent tax on retail sales
of trucks and trailers, were down more than
$2.4 billion in FY 2008,” Buechner wrote. “This
accounted for 80 percent of the revenue de-
cline and is consistent with reports that sales
of new heavy trucks plummeted in 2008.”

SENATE CONFIRMS LAHOOD AS U.S.
TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY

The Senate unanimously confirmed Ray
LaHood as U.S. transportation secretary, al-
lowing the former seven-term Republican rep-
resentative from Illinois to begin his new job.
LaHood was sworn on January 23rd in a cer-
emony at U.S. DOT headquarters in Washing-
ton. Climate Change, CAFE, Transit, and
Amtrak high on Committee’s List for LaHood’s
attention. During his opening statement,
LaHood – one of two Republicans selected
for Obama’s cabinet – emphasized that the
country’s transportation system and the de-
velopment it enables must be sustainable.
LaHood’s full opening statement is available
at http://commerce.senate.gov/public/_files/
LaHoodTestimony12109FINAL.pdf

o The first half of the funding will be provided to state governments, and must be obligated
within 180 days of the grants’ distribution. Any funds left unobligated by the states after 180
days will be reallocated by the Federal Highway Administration among the other states.

o The second half of the funding will be available for obligation for a full year from the date
of enactment. Of that funding 20 percent will be distributed to states and 80 percent will be
distributed to local governments. Any unobligated balances remaining after one year will be
transferred to the competitive grants program discussed below.

o Taken together, roughly 60 percent of the formula funding provided for highway invest-
ments will be directed to states while 40 percent will be sub-allocated to local governments.

• Within the $27 billion for highways, the bill includes the following set-asides:
o $320 million for grants to Indian tribes for transportation investments.
o $180 million for transportation improvements at national parks, forests, and wildlife refuges

• Competitive Grants for Transportation: The bill includes $5.5 billion for competitive grants
to state and local governments for transportation investments. These grants will go to a many
different kinds of transportation investments – including highway, transit, rail, or port infra-
structure – but the bill requires that projects must have a significant impact on the nation, a
region, or a metropolitan area. Grants for this funding will be made from the $5.5 billion appro-
priated directly to the program, as well as any amounts transferred as a result of the “use-it-or-
lose-it” provisions applied to the highway and transit formula grants.

HOUSE COMMITTEES PASS STIMULUS PACKAGE
The House Appropriations, Energy and Commerce and Ways and Means Committees passed

their corresponding sections of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA, H.R. 1).
Many of the bill’s provisions remained unchanged from the package, but there were some
significant amendments and further clarifications which are below. The package is expected to
go to the House floor.

Transportation: In response to some concern about the timing requirements for the spend-
ing of highway and transit stimulus funds, the Appropriations Committee amended the bill.
Rather than giving states 120 days and local governments 90 days to spend the first 50 percent
of highway and transit stimulus funds or face losing any unspent funds, the period was ex-
tended to 180 days for the states and 150 days for local governments. The committee also
substituted the determination of whether the funds were spent in a timely manner from “based
on awarded contracts” language to the standard term “obligated.” Contact: Bob Fogel 202/942-
4217; bfogel@naco.org

"Senate Stimulus" continued from page 1.

Have you registered for NACE 2009? Get PDF file of brochure
or register on-line at: www.countyengineers.org
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CALIFORNIA’S BUDGET CRISIS
By Phillip M. Demery, P.E.,  Public Works Di-
rector, Sonoma County, CA and NACE Sec-
retary-Treasurer

California is one of only three states that
requires 2/3 majority for passage of a budget
by its legislators and neither party has the
requisite votes within the Senate or Assem-
bly.  Republicans within the California State
Legislature have steadfastly rejected new
taxes as a mechanism to balance a budget while
the Democrats have refused to adopt a bud-
get based solely on expenditure cuts.  As a
result, the State’s FY 08/09 budget was
adopted nearly three months late with $9 bil-
lion of the $17.2 billion deficit made up through
expenditure cuts and the remaining deficit
addressed with revenue gimmicks – acceler-
ating business estimated tax payments, elimi-
nation of net operating loss deductions for
businesses and a tax amnesty program for
cheaters.  These gimmicks merely postponed
the inevitable leaving the State to deal with
the budget crisis in FY 09/10.

Within weeks of the adoption of the bud-
get it became apparent that actual revenues
were far lower than the rosy projections used
for budget adoption.  Furthermore, new con-
cerns were raised regarding the State’s short-
term cash needs.  Upon declaration of a fiscal
emergency, the Governor called the legisla-
tors back to Sacramento to work on neces-
sary budget revisions.

With both political parties unwilling to
make concessions, the Democrats delivered a
complex and controversial budget package to
the Governor in December, 2008.  The pack-
age consisted of elimination of both the exist-
ing 18 cents per Gallon State Excise Gas Tax
and the State Sales Tax on gasoline and then
replacing and redirecting these revenues to
the State’s General Fund in the form of a new
sales tax, and new income and oil extraction
taxes.  A new “user fee” would be established
initially at 39 cents per Gallon of gas and then
indexed in future years to replace the lost trans-
portation funding.  By imposing a “user fee”
rather than a “tax”, it is alleged that a 2/3 vote
would not be required.  If this were to be the
case, the Democrats budget package would
effectively repeal the 2/3 legislative vote bar-
rier that has presented such an obstacle to
sound budget development.

Initially the Governor seemed supportive
of the proposed budget package, but he ulti-
mately vetoed the proposal as the package
did not include enough cuts to placate his
fellow Republican Legislators.  Various tax
opponent groups and represented employee
groups have threatened to litigate a number
of budget proposals making the likelihood of
swift budget action remote.  Recent projec-
tions indicate that the State’s budget deficit

could grow to an estimated $42 billion over
the next 18 months.  Additionally, the State is
expected to run out of cash in February, 2009.
To maintain cash flow, the Governor an-
nounced that he plans to borrow $23.3 billion
from future State Lottery earnings and new
infrastructure bonds, as well as other short-
term borrowing schemes.  However, the tur-
bulent credit markets and the low level of con-
fidence investors have in the California Leg-
islators’ ability to fix the State’s fiscal prob-
lems will be difficult if not impossible to bor-
row such amounts.

Without the ability to make significant
budget revisions and without the ability to
borrow substantial amounts of money, the
state will have no other option but to defer or
suspend revenues provided to the California
Counties.  Unfortunately, the State has the
ability to take virtually all of the Counties’
transportation revenues in any given year.
Upon a declared financial emergency, State
Gas Tax allocations to California Counties can
be suspended for up to three years and the
State is allowed to repay the money interest
free.  The State can also borrow County allo-
cated sales tax on fuels two out of every ten
years but would have to pay interest on the
amounts borrowed.  Thus the State can take
both the Counties’ State Gas Tax and Sales
Tax revenues on fuels within the same year.

Like most Counties throughout the United
States, we have had to make significant bud-
get reductions in these economic times but in
California we are waiting for the State’s shoe
to drop wondering just how much that shoe
will weigh.

STATES IDENTIFY THEIR “READY TO
GO” PROJECTS THAT COULD

BENEFIT FROM STIMULUS DOLLARS
American Association of State Highway

and Tranportation Officials (AASHTO) has
compiled a list of some 5,150 projects worth
more than $64 billion that state transportation
departments have ready to go within six
months of funding obligation. Several states
have recently released detailed information
concerning their projects. AASHTO has
placed these items on its economic recovery
website at www.tinyurl.com/StateExamples
John Horsley, AASHTO’s executive director,
has dismissed the restrictions that smart-
growth groups are seeking on highway funds
as unnecessary. Growing states might well
need to build more roads, he argues. “Voters
and elected officials know better their special
circumstances community by community than
these self-appointed folks back here in Wash-
ington who are trying to decide things for
them,” Horsley said. Declining tax revenue as
a result of the economic recession has led at
least six states to postpone transportation
projects, The New York Times reported last
week. California has ceased $4 billion worth
of highway, school, and bridge construction
projects because of its budget and credit
woes. Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger warned
the state is “on a track toward disaster.” Fix-
ing bridges, expanding highways, and other
infrastructure projects are increasingly facing
the same budget ax as government entitlement
programs, state jobs, and other services. Prob-
lems in the credit markets have exacerbated
the problem as there has been very little inter-
est among institutional investors in municipal
bonds since the financial markets began to
collapse this past fall. States have to rely on
individual investors – far less plentiful and
less reliable than institutional investors – to
buy bonds.
10TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

ON LOW-VOLUME ROADS
 TRB is sponsoring the 10th International
Conference on Low-Volume Roads on July 24-
27, 2011, in Lake Buena Vista (Orlando),
Florida.  The conference, held every four
years, will explore the latest information on
low-volume road management, design, con-
struction, safety, maintenance, and many other
related topics. Please send an e-mail to
LVR@nas.edu to receive the Preliminary Con-
ference Program and registration materials.

We want to hear from you!
Send us your comments about a
NACE News article, time/money

saving tip or news to share.
Email us at: nace@naco.org

 

Upgrade your signs with 
help from NACE and 3M 

 

Details about a grant opportunity are available by 
logging into the “Members Only” area of the 
NACE web site. 
 
For more information about the FHWA Minimum 
Levels of Retroreflectivity Ruling, check out 
www.minimumreflectivity.org. 

Grant period 
extended to 

June 30, 2009! 
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100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
PLANNED FOR SARATOGA SPRINGS

Reprinted from “The County Highway Times”
as published by the New York State County
Highway Superintendents Association

Plans are well underway for the New York
State County Highway Superintendents As-
sociation, Inc. (NYSCHSA) 100 year celebra-
tion slated for August 30-September 2, 2009 in
Saratoga Springs, NY.  It was nearly 100 years
ago that Superintendents and Commission-
ers from across the state gathered for the first
time in Saratoga Springs at The Worden Ho-
tel.

In 1909, a group of County Highway Su-
perintendents met in Saratoga Springs, New
York. Their intent: to form a close-knit organi-
zation that would support and inform its mem-
bers and help them to do their jobs in a more
efficient manner. For over 98 years, members
of the New York State County Highway Su-
perintendents Association (NYSCHSA) have
gathered together to share their knowledge,
experience, and each other’s company. A non-
profit organization, the Association promotes
the construction and maintenance of a safe
and modern system of county roads and other
allied transportation infrastructure maintained
by county government. It’s an important mis-
sion: there are more than 20,400 miles of county
highways and over 9,000 local bridges in New
York State

Today, the Association continues in its im-
portant work with 57 of the state’s county
commissioners of public works and highway
superintendents, and over 125 industry mem-
bers, actively involved.

The Association is the only organization
in New York State dedicated to meeting the
needs of County Highway Superintendents
and Commissioners of Public Works. To meet
the goals of supporting its members’ profes-
sional development and representing the en-
tire membership, the Association:
• Provides opportunities for Association
members to meet and share information.
• Sponsors and promotes the transfer of the
latest technology and information regarding
transportation and public works in New York
State.
• Provides information — on such topics as
legal issues, new maintenance and construc-
tion methods, and management skills — that
aids members in the operation of their depart-
ments.
• Informs the State Legislature of County
positions on proposed legislation involving
highways and public works and proposes leg-
islation which is in the best interest of com-

munities throughout New York State.
Over the years, the Association has es-

tablished positive working relationships with
the Governor’s Office, both houses of the State
Legislature and the New York Department of
Transportation. In addition, the Association
continues to educate state representatives of
the importance of state highway and bridge
aid to local governments. For example, the
Association has been instrumental in promot-
ing the safety and economic benefits of the
Consolidated Highway Improvement Program,
which has provided hundreds of millions of
dollars to more than 1,600 local governments
in New York State

Please join us in August of 2009 in Saratoga
Springs – our goal is to have 100% county
participation as well as welcoming as many
past Presidents, retired superintendents and
commissioners and our current and past busi-
ness partners and friends from NACE as we
celebrate 100 years excellence in the highway
and bridge industry of New York State.  Check
out the centennial website at http://
w w w. c o u n t y h w y s . o r g / C e n t e n n i a l /
2009_centennial.html for a great slideshow of
historical association photos.
NATIONAL WORK ZONE AWARENESS

WEEK: APRIL 6 – 10, 2009
Help bring awareness to work zone safety by
purchasing commemorative T-shirts and dis-
play package through NACE partner, ATSSA.
See: http://www.atssa.com/galleries/rsti/
NWZAWeek%202009%20tshirt%20order%20form.pdf
for the order form or call the Training and Prod-
ucts Department at (877) 642-4637.  All orders
must be prepaid and received no later than
February 22, 2009 to ensure timely delivery.

CORPORATE MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:
TEAM LAB CHEMICAL CORP.

 NACE is pleased to have Team Labora-
tory Chemical Corp. as a NACE Corporate
member since 2005.

Team Lab was established in Bismarck, ND
in 1977 by Gary and Dianne Sullivan. Gary
wanted the customer and the company to work
together as a team, which is represented in
the Team Lab horse logo. In 2003, Team Lab
was bought and moved to Detroit Lakes, MN
by Terry Maier (with Team Lab since 1984)
and his wife Michelle.  Terry still follows
Gary’s philosophy of teamwork today, solv-
ing your everyday problems with “Innova-
tive Solutions”.

Team Laboratory Chemical Corp. is a rec-
ognized leader in the chemical business that
through years of research and experience, de-
veloped systems in nine specific areas of ex-
pertise: TeamTreat, TeamTurf,
TeamClean, TeamBoilers, TeamShop,
TeamPool, TeamFire,  TeamWinter, and
TeamStreet with exclusive product lines.

Of particular interest to NACE members,
their TeamStreet line offers an inexpensive
liquid aggregate stabilizer which is applied
with water – BASE ONE® can be used to sta-
bilize your aggregate base in a variety of road
building projects such as new construction,
reconstruction and under a thin layer of oil
and rock (chip seal) and full depth reclama-
tion. BASE ONE® increases the base strength,
reduces maintenance and preserves the base
preparation work prior to the overlay process.
BASE ONE® is also used to stabilize your ag-
gregate surface roadways. BASE ONE® is safe
to handle and safe for the environment.

See "Corporate Spotlight" on page 6.

Improving Workflow
ArcGIS® Is the Geographic Advantage

Put ArcGIS to work in your department. 
Find detailed case studies at 

www.esri.com/publicworks.

Copyright © 2007 ESRI. All rights reserved. The ESRI globe logo, ESRI, ArcGIS, ESRI—The 
GIS Company, The Geographic Advantage, www.esri.com, and @esri.com are trademarks, 

registered trademarks, or service marks of ESRI in the United States, 
the European Community, or certain other jurisdictions.
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ATTENDING THE NACE CONFERENCE
AS A NEW NACE MEMBER

Reprinted from: Report To Cook County Com-
missioners: Summary of NACE Annual Con-
ference, April 2008  Portland, Oregon
By Shae Kosmalski, P.E., Cook County High-
way Engineer, MN (edited by NACE)

Providing an unparalleled opportunity to
learn and collaborate among the companion-
ship of County Engineers from all over the
country, this opportunity also allowed me to
stand proud with my Minnesota County En-
gineer colleagues as one of our own – Susan
G, Miller, Freeborn County Engineer - was in-
ducted in as this year’s President of NACE.
Sue is also the first woman to hold that illus-
trious title.

Last January I was delighted by the sup-
port and friendship shown me by my new com-
rades at our MCEA Annual Conference. This
week I felt honored to be counted among my
peers as I learned Minnesota usually has one
of the strongest delegations at NACE confer-
ences, and is reputed as a friendly, tight and
extremely supportive group. This was evident
all week long as several of the MCEA engi-
neers I met briefly in January once again made
that special effort to make me feel welcome
and included, and offered their continued sup-
port as I climb the learning curve of County
Engineering. The culmination of this support-
ive group came at the banquet as I joined ranks
with these fine engineers to give round after
round of applause for Sue Miller that night as
NACE’s new president.

The continuing education began with nu-
merous transportation officials at the national
level providing synopses of current issues,
strategies and courses of action “at the top”.
More interaction with County government, as
well as a call for easier processes to bring funds
down to the local level were two areas that
NACE was encouraging Federal Highways to
pursue. Bridge management and inspection
was a hot topic, and we had opportunity to
see the results of an analysis of Europe’s
bridge inspection processes in several coun-
tries there. We can learn from their processes
and with our recent tragedy in Minnesota, I
would not be surprised to see our already ef-
ficient bridge inspection system raise the bar
higher. Our own Julie Skallman of MNDOT
gave an excellent presentation concerning the
I35W tragedy, emergency response, demoli-
tion and reconstruction, as well as the ongo-
ing investigation. Fast acceleration by a com-
petent contractor should have the new bridge
open this fall, months ahead of schedule.

Road Safety was also a hot topic and nu-
merous presentations were given. It was reit-
erated in these presentations that 50-70% of
fatalities and life-changing accidents occur on

rural roads, Nationwide is 50%; Minnesota is
72%. Sue Miller, moderator for one of these
sessions, said it best – “every trip begins and
ends on a local road”. Al Forsberg of Blue
Earth County described how having road
safety audits done on their county roads
helped them strategize safety improvements
– both short and long-term. Increases in fed-
eral funding for safety improvements and pro-
posed improvements/streamlining of those
processes will hopefully open up new oppor-
tunities for funding for our county. Much of
this information I gathered will be incorpo-
rated into the Highway Department’s program
as I focus on developing a safety culture within
our organization – both with staff and out on
our roads. The information I gathered has
helped me pull together a thorough (but
rough) strategy to bring us to that end. An
excellent presentation of equipment and op-
erator safety gave me the format to establish a
good program for the road crew.

A discussion on asset management of
paved roads provided me with information to
help with my attempts to kick off the same
effort within my department (the sign inven-
tory is well under way). Asset management is
one of the hottest topics out there right now
and I will be pushing for a  committee to stream-
line efforts throughout our Minnesota County
Highway Departments. No sense in each of
us reinventing the wheel as we move towards
the same goal.

Retroreflectivity of signs is another hot
topic. New federal requirements to ensure
signs stay reflective (an unfunded mandate)
had us sweating at the potential cost of re-
placing signs to meet this requirement and on
how to afford the “reflectometer” used for
measuring, not to mention the overtime to have
staff out at night to collect this data. The con-
ference sessions explained how NACE suc-
cessfully lobbied for other effective means to
meet the standard. In addition, an Oregon
county proactive in this new standard pro-
vided an excellent discussion on how, over
the last five years, they’ve developed an ef-
fective and more economically gentle means
of meeting the standard. My plans to incor-
porate their successes and lessons learned as
I develop our own strategy will help minimize
budget impacts from my original estimations.

“Stream simulation” and fish passage at
road crossings was also an excellent and very
timely presentation. That was one of my spe-
cialties while with the Forest Service in Idaho
– being at the head of salmon spawning rivers
and tributaries, we were pioneers in this
venue. This is becoming prevalent in Minne-
sota also as the DNR is requesting fish pas-
sage more and more (read: a more expensive
crossing). Shortly after I started with Cook
County I was asked to participate on a LRRB

TAP (Local Road Research Board  - Technical
Assistance Panel), to bring my expertise into
play in a mostly unfamiliar area for most
County Engineers. In this session, I was tick-
led to learn that stream simulation design has
become more science-driven than it was pre-
viously, and that the Forest Service will be
releasing this summer an extensive manual on
stream simulation crossings. This information
will prove invaluable to the LRRB TAP and
our efforts to: 1.) encourage the DNR to pro-
vide consistent yet realistic requirements (the
consensus now is that the requirements are
haphazard and unrealistic in many cases); 2.)
to provide training to county engineers on
how to incorporate geomorphic (stream and
landform type) parameters into bridge and
culvert designs; and 3.) to provide quantita-
tive costs to lobby FHWA for more funding
to accommodate these requests/demands.

A great presentation was given on how to
approach the topic of when to convert gravel
roads to paved ones. The presentation focused
more on the process itself and, in the future,
will provide us an excellent outline on how to
successfully bring an analysis group through
the process to conclusion. Right now I have
my hands full trying to assess what’s out there,
the condition it’s in, and current maintenance/
construction efforts – but as Cook County
continues to grow and draw an ever-increas-
ing amount of tourists to the area, it’s logical
to assume we’ll be looking at this eventually.
I also thought the process would provide an
excellent guide for the establishment and suc-
cessful workings of any task force and will be
forwarding copies of this great reference.

Some 100 vendors were set up at the con-
ference center the first 1-1/2 days; ranging
from heavy equipment to erosion control, com-
panies and agencies. I collected so much good
information I nearly topped out the luggage
scales at the airport on the return flight. Our
own LRRB also had an exhibit to advertise
our successful efforts at finding solutions to
local transportation questions and concerns
through collaboration with county, state, and
university representatives.

I am sincerely grateful for the opportunity
to attend this event and proud to have repre-
sented Cook County and our Minnesota
County Engineer’s Association. I have returned
with a full arsenal of good ideas and new
knowledge to help me in my efforts to rebuild
the Cook County Highway Department and
bring us to the forefront statewide. As ini-
tially presented, I hope to attend this confer-
ence about every two years – it has certainly
proven it’s worth. My deep thanks for allow-
ing me this opportunity. I feel the County as a
whole will benefit from it as I work to raise the
bar and make our department and our roads
safer for all.
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A resilient modulus test was indepen-
dently performed in accordance with the
AASHTO test method T 307-99 on one  roaded
aggregate base materials with BASE ONE® and
one without. Material stabilized with BASE
ONE® tested positive (increased psi) in all
cases over the material not stabilized with
BASE ONE®.

Cass County Minnesota Engineer, David
Enblom, has approximately 377 miles of gravel
roads to maintain and like many other rural
counties in the U.S., is facing increasing costs
for maintenance from grading to availability
of good aggregate materials.  Mr. Enblom has
used BASE ONE® to stabilize gravel surfaces

and strengthen gravel road bases in Cass
County. And he reports the results have been
outstanding.

Mr. Enblom gives the following example:
"In 1999 we applied BASE ONE® on a one mile
section of our County Road 103. We applied
BASE ONE® to 3" of new gravel surfacing
material and since then we have not had to re-
gravel this section of road. Typically similar
roads would have been re-graveled twice to
ensure an adequate gravel wearing surface.
These savings has been approximately $8,000
per cycle, or a total savings of $16,000.This
savings is in addition to the reduced grading
costs associated with a stabilized aggregate
surface.  Another area where we have seen

success is the addition of BASE ONE® under
thin oil-aggregate (chip seal) surfaces. The
added stability that BASE ONE® provides to
the base course aggregates provides for a
stable platform for applying thin surface coats,
which has also shown promise to extend the
life of these surfaces as well. We have used
BASE ONE® on approximately 30 miles of
gravel roads in Cass County, with additional
projects scheduled every year. Our successes
using BASE ONE® will ensure that this prod-
uct will be part of our maintenance toolbox for
some time to come."
 For more information see:  http://
www.teamlab.net/index.html

"Corporate Spotlight" from page 4.

Blading Aggregate Surfaces $5  _____
Improving Traffic Maintenance $5  _____
Trainer's Guide $5  _____
How to Talk and Communicate at the SameTime

$5  _____
Tips on Conserving Energy and the Environment

$5  _____
Bridge Maintenance on Local Roads $5  _____
Handbook on Training for Road Depts. $5  _____
All Books.................................................................

(Action and Training Guides) $135 _____

Indicate Quantity Indicate Quantity Indicate Quantity

ACTION GUIDES TRAINING GUIDESVIDEO GUIDES

Effective Snow Fences $15  _____
Plows of the Future $15  _____
Deicing Chemicals $15  _____
Snow & Ice Control $15  _____
Concrete Bridge Protection $15  _____
Pavement Maint/WorkerSafety $15  _____
Staying Ahead of the Storm $15  _____
Finding Better Ways $15  _____
Blading Unpaved Roads $20  _____
Work Zone Safety $30  _____
Sign Maint. & Installation $15  _____
Problems with Gravel Roads $15  _____
Chip Seal Applications $15  _____
Asphalt Roadway Rehab. $15  _____
Asphalt Paving Inspection $15  _____
Preventive Maintenance; Protecting Our Pavement
 & Project Selection (2 video set) $30  _____
Using Snow Plows on Motorgraders     $15  _____
The Importance of Road Drainage        $15  _____
All Videos $285  _____

Total Order Amount $  _____
Processing Fee:
(Orders $30 or less) $3  _____
(Orders over $30 - $70) $5  _____
(Orders over $70) $10  _____
Total Due $  _____
Payment Included $  _____
Balance Due $  _____

Organization $7  _____
Personnel $7  _____
Financial Management $7  _____
Maintenance Management $7  _____
Administering Bridge Inspection $7  _____
Tort Liability $7  _____
Road Programming $7  _____
Road Surface Management $7  _____
Roadway Safety $7  _____
Stormwater Management
and Drainage $7  _____
Subsurface Soils Exploration $7  _____
Bridge Rehab. on Local Roads $7  _____
Rural Transportation Planning $7  _____
Purchasing Authority $7  _____
Impact of Land Development on County
& Local Transportation System Planning $7  _____
Solid Waste Management $7  _____
Public Awareness & Support $7  _____
Traffic Operations $7  _____

To Order: Send form with payment to NACE, 25 Mass. Ave, NW, Suite 580, Washington, DC 20001; fax (202) 393-2630 or e-mail: nace@naco.org.
Name: _____________________________________________________ Phone: _______________
Organization: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ State: __________________ Zip: _____________

All prices listed reflect the NACE member discount, non-member prices slightly higher.

NACE 2009 Golf Outing Information and Registration Form (PDF file):
http://www.naco.org/NACETemplate.cfm?Section=NACE_Events&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=29448


